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W hen OLT protects land with a 
conservation easement, we 
explain that the easement 

protects the land into perpetuity.  
Perpetuity is forever—indeed, a very 
long time.  Perpetuity, of course, 
brings to mind the future, our children 
and grandchildren and the genera -
tions not yet born depending on us to 
care for the land and water they will 
need for healthy lives.

In a recent gathering at OLT of four -
teen women landowners who have 
protected their land with conservation 
easements, the conversation turned 
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Landowners, Connie Young, Marion 
Karl, Cat Gareth, and Marjorie Kellogg 
all explained that they connected the 
responsibility to their own land to  
responsibility to care for the planet as 
a whole. As Marjorie affirmed, “in the 

face of such a huge thing like global 
warming, the easement was one small 
thing I could do.” Landowner, Lynn 
Tanner, stated that climate change is 
“at the forefront of my mind all the 
time. I’m not just worried about my 
own land. I’m very sad about what we 
are doing to the whole earth.”  

Protecting land with conservation 
easements contributes to mitigating 
climate change in a variety of impor -
tant ways including sustaining forests 
that sequester carbon and providing 
habitat for species that are migrating 
due to changing climate patterns.  
In the face of a big conservation  
challenge like climate change, these 
women, along with other women at 
the gathering, felt empowered by 
their conservation easements. They 
connected protecting their land to 
protecting our unique and beautiful 
region and the planet overall, now 
and for future generations. 

Climate Change and the Next Seven Generations
V IRGIN IA KE NN E DY –  Executive Director
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World Made by Hand: James Howard Kuntsler
E THAN  RUBE NST E IN  –  Land Protection Project Manager

T he story is set in southern Washington county NY (where Sara and I grew up!) in 
the fictitious town of Union Grove. Author James Kunstler spins a captivating 
tale of New York State after drastic events cut o� the flow of oil, information, and 

any contact beyond word of mouth.  In a world dramatically altered by climate change 
and its impacts on people and places globally, the people of Union Grove, NY must 
figure out how to get along, farm, govern themselves, and survive. The town is  
challenged by a murder and the absence of laws and authority and groups competing 
for control of resources. While most post-apocalypse/dystopian tales seem to focus  
on an immediate disaster, this story focuses on the years after and explores how a 
community reforms and gets by focusing on local resources and community ethics. In 
the end, the characters begin to understand the importance of self-sufficiency and 
living with what they grow and create themselves. 

“When we walk upon Mother Earth, we always plant our feet  
carefully because we know the faces of our future generations are 
looking up at us from beneath the ground. We never forget them.”

– Oren Lyons , Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan, Onondaga Council of Chiefs  
of the Haudenosaunee

MARION  K ARL  enjoys the camp on her property.
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FAITH  M ARLING  feels nature with bare feet and 
bare hands.
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Still need a higher  
resolution photo.


