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At a Glance 
• Acres Protected: The Nature Conservancy has protected 37,137 acres in

the Sewee to Santee region.
• Ecological Significance: 73,000 acres of salt and brackish marshes and

intertidal mudflats fronted by six protected barrier islands; habitat for
wintering and migrating ducks; high shorebird and seabird populations;
nursery habitat for fish, crabs, shrimp and oysters; longleaf pine and
bottomland hardwood forests

• Threats: Incompatible development practices; conversion of forest land
to urban use

The Sewee to Santee project area map indicates Conservancy projects
in purple and federal, state, and private protected lands in green. The
Sewee to Santee project office is located in McClellanville.



Biological Diversity
Harboring a rich diversity of natural systems and native species, the Sewee to Santee
region supports 73,000 acres of salt and brackish marshes and intertidal mudflats
fronted by six state and federally protected barrier islands. The 20,000 acres of
managed wetlands of the Santee River Delta provide quality habitat for wintering and
migrating ducks. Bulls Bay Estuary — which includes Cape Romain National Wildlife
Refuge, a designated Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve — supports
exceptionally high shorebird and seabird populations, and provides critical nursery
habitat for fish, shrimp, crabs and oysters.

The Francis Marion National Forest, containing towering longleaf pine and
bottomland hardwood forests, dominates the western portion of the Sewee to Santee
project area. The longleaf pine community of the Forest harbors 368 active clusters of
the federally endangered red-cockaded woodpecker, one of the world’s largest
populations of the species. Other natural communities, such as coastal plain depression
meadows and pitcher plant flats, support at least 33 rare plant species, as well as the
endangered pondberry and American chaffseed. The National Forest provides a vital
buffer and wildlife habitat corridor to the Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge.
The Sewee to Santee project area also encompasses the 20,000-acre Santee Coast
Reserve and a majority of the Yawkey Wildlife Center.

Protecting Sewee to Santee
To date, the Conservancy has helped protect 37,137 acres in the Sewee to Santee
region, including holding 12 conservation easements on critical lands. Easements are a
vital conservation tool, which allow landowners to voluntarily protect the ecological
features of their property for perpetuity through a legal agreement with a qualified
conservation organization.

Much of the Conservancy’s work to protect the biological diversity of the Sewee to
Santee region includes partnering with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S.
Forest Service. Since 1997, the Conservancy has acquired 15 tracts totaling 5,597 acres
for inclusion in the Francis Marion National Forest. In the Fall of 2001, the
Conservancy purchased 3,834 acres, including a major portion of the Wando River
headwaters, from International Paper for addition to the Forest. PITCHER PLANT FLAT © TOM BLAGDEN

Extending along nearly 
40 miles of South 

Carolina's undeveloped 
coastline, the 796,223-

acre Sewee to Santee
region reaches from 

Dewees Inlet south of 
Charleston to Winyah Bay.
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Goals
The Nature Conservancy strives to
work with public and private
partners to protect ecologically
significant areas throughout the
Sewee to Santee project area.
Conservation easements,
acquisitions and other tools will be
used to conserve the ecological
integrity of the area.
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